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Á Say the sound several times. 
Á As I say the words, I want you to repeat the words. 
Á Raise your hand, or thumbs up if you hear the sound / ?/ sound in the beginning, middle, end. 
AIR Additional Supports 
Ideally, there would be pictures to accompany each oral production of a word that clearly demonstrate 
the word’s meaning. If students are just learning the sounds for a particular letter, teachers should 
model and practice with one position at a time, starting with the sounds at the beginning of a word, then 
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Core Knowledge Routine: Introducing the Spelling/Meet the Spelling Worksheet 
Á

http://www.engageny.org/sites/default/files/resource/attachments/ckla_gk_u3_tg.pdf
https://www.engageny.org/sites/default/files/resource/attachments/ckla_gk_u3_tg.pdf
http://www.engageny.org/sites/default/files/resource/attachments/ckla_gk_u3_wb.pdf
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Á Place your name at the top. 
Á You will use a pencil/crayon. 
Á Use a tripod grip. (Pinch the bottom of your crayon/pencil with your thumb and pointer finger and 

let it rest on your middle finger.) 
Á Sit in your best writing position. 
Á You will practice drawing pictures of the sound of /---/. 
Á Watch as I do it first. 
Á You will trace the gray dotted lines first. 

– Next, use the black dots as starting points to make a…line down, hump, circle, vertical line, 
diagonal line, etc. 

Á Say the sound as you finish writing it. 
Á Turn the page over. 
Á Place your finger on the first picture. 
Á What is it a picture of? 
Á
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Á Blend the sounds together to make a word. Now, we have to blend the sounds to make a word. 

Blend means put together. Let’s blend the sounds to make a word. What word do we have? What 
did we do? 

Á If I remove /__/ and add /__/, what word do we have? Now I am going to remove the letter X. 
Remove means take away. What word do we ha

http://www.engageny.org/sites/default/files/resource/attachments/ckla_gk_u8_tg.pdf
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Á Show students the tricky word card. [Explain concept to students.] This is a tricky word because 

you do not make all the sounds in the same way as you usually do. 
Á Ask students how the word would be pronounced through blending. How would you pronounce or 

say the word by blending? 
Á This word is pronounced /-/, /-/, /-/. 
Á Use word in sentence: This is a tricky word because it is really pronounced or said as.… A 

sentence with this word is…. 
Á

http://www.engageny.org/sites/default/files/resource/attachments/ckla_gk_u4_tg.pdf
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For first grade: Demonstrate first, middle, last by pointing to letters that have those positions and have 
students practice saying first, middle, or last. Explain that rearrange means put the letters in a different 
order. Demonstrate rearrange in this context and give students an opportunity to rearrange the letters 
and say they are rearranging the letters. 
AIR Instructions for Students 
Á Pass out large cards. These are pictures of sounds. 
Á

http://www.engageny.org/sites/default/files/resource/attachments/ckla_gk_u8_tg.pdf
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scaffolds include teacher explanations as actions are being demonstrated, more elaborated explanations, 
and additional repetitions. Ideally, there would be picture cards for each of the words. 
AIR Instructions for Students 
Á Students use pencil and paper. Take out paper and pencils. 
Á Teacher tells students that she will say a number of words for them to write. 
Á Say the word. [Ideally, the teacher would show a picture of the word.] Can you repeat the word 

with me? 
Á Segment the word by using finger gestures. I am breaking up the word into sounds. I will show you 

one finger for each sound. 
Á Ask students how many sounds there are. How many sounds are there in the word ___? 
Á Teacher models drawing the number of lines on the board as there are sounds in word; Now, I am 

going to draw a line on the board for each sound. How many lines did I draw? 
Á Students do same on their own paper: Now it is your turn. Draw one line for each sound. How 

many lines are there? 
Á
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