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Transforming Social Studies Instruction
Three Instructional Shifts

Asachand diegmiercidlm and inslma | decimsn Biga NYS SS
Famenlll—tE ae be intima | Bl i tTh ppe d& Famenll—=—— in
gneal and b Hin paicdar is @im ateackee aleadydogd I and b
acce leat b pesthngsn eachgnd leanindtcan bl p dens Feamp e, ke
b itimes r m a capactand ecal 1 ad me cacepal Beaningind t ansy
testmgthtactand ecall I ke ngo ace in Leaningoial Sties The ae cetin
maia ndamentl actand ndesnding , and mo wdad cc eptl wdeanding
and ansreincedd eanindlt e enag atSoal Stiesnaioistedoed b
tia and Bnp e ecitll acs Th lpteacband dilsstn an inkia 1 diecto
as Famepll—— ismp lanened lcal ly

Shift #1: Focus on Conceptual Understanding
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6.5a Gegraphic factors influenced the development of classical civilizations and their political
structures.
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Shift #2: Foster Student Inquiry, Collaboration, and Informed Action
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Unit Introduction: Compelling Question

Cmpel ling Did African Americans gain their freedom during the era of
Qe Reconstruction?
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Supporting Question #1

Sgé)ﬁf How did Frederick Douglass define freedom before and during the Civil War?
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Supporting Question #1 (continued)
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Supporting Question #2 ‘

Spping How effective were Reconstruction policies in establishing freedom for
Qel#2 African Americans?
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Supporting Question #2 continued
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Supporting Question #3

Spping During Reconstruction, what successes and challenges did African
Qei#3 Americans experience in pursuing their freedom?
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Supporting Question #3 continued
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Analysis of Example Unit
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Themes
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Social Studies Practices
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Supporting Question #1
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Ilustrating Shift #3: Content and Skill Integration
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* Frederick Douglass Family Initiatiwefers curriculum information on Human Trafficking that may be useful. SEE
http://www.fdfi .org/humantraffickingeducatiorrcurriculum.html
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CONTENT AND SKILL INTEGRATION IN SUPPORTING QUESTION #1
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CONTENT AND SKILL INTEGRATION IN SUPPORTING QUESTION #2
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CONTENT AND SKILL INTEGRATION IN SUPPORTING QUESTION #3
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every object within sight or hearing, animate or inanimate. The silver trump of freedom h ad roused my
soul to eternal wakefulness. Freedom now appeared, to disappear no more forever. It was heard in every
sound, and seen in every thing. It was ever present to torment me with a sense of my wretched condition.
| saw nothing without seeing it, | heard nothing without hearing it, and felt nothing without feeling it. It

looked from every star, it smiled in every calm, breathed in every wind, and moved in every storm.

Supporting Question #1 Source B



| have had but one idea fa the last three years to present to the American people, and the phraseology in
which | clothe it is the old abolition phraseology. | am for the “immediate, unconditional, and universal”
enfranchisement of the black man, in every State in the Union. [Loud applause.] Without this, his liberty
is a mockery; without this, you might as well almost retain the old name of slavery for his condition; for in

fact, if he is not the slave of the individual master, he is the slave of society, and holds his liberty as a



blows, or with both. The limits of tyrants are prescribed by the endurance of those whom they oppress. In
the light of these ideas, Negroes will be hunted at the North, and held and flogged at the South so long as
they submit to those devilish outrages, and make no resistance, either moral or physical. Men may not get
all they pay for in this world, but they must certainly pay f or all they get. If we ever get free from the
oppressions and wrongs heaped upon us, we must pay for their removal. We must do this by labor, by

suffering, by sacrifice, and if needs be, by our lives and the lives of others.

Supporting Question #2 Sourc eA

Proclamation of Amnesty and Reconstruction
Abraham Lincoln
December 1863






Supporti ng Question# 2 Source C

Transcription of proposed New York Constitution, 1867 -68 excerpt
In Convention February 28, 1868

Resolved, That this Constitution be submitted at such time as the Legislature shall provide, to be voted

upon in the following manner:

Each elector shall be allowed to vote two ballots, which shall be deposited in separate boxes; one ballot
shall be endorsed "Constitution," and contain on the in side when folded, the words, "For the amended

Constitution" or "Against the amended Constitution."

One ballot shall be endorsed "Constitution - Property Qualification," to contain on the inside when folded,
the words "For the Property Qualification for men of color," or "Against the Property Qualification for
men of color," and no vote cast endorsed "Constitution” shall affect the question of Property Qualification

for men of color.

If a majority of the votes cast, endorsed "Constitution" shall contain on the inside the words "For the
amended Constitution” then the proposed Constitution shall be, the Constitution of the State of New York,
except as the same may be modified by the result of the vote on the property qualifications as hereinafter
provided. But if a majority of the votes cast so endorsed, shall contain on the inside the words "against the
amended Constitution” then the proposed Constitution shall be declared rejected and the present
Constitution, except the provision relating to men of color shall remain in full force.

If a majority of the ballots cast endorsed "Constitution -






"I reckin dat dey talk purty rough ter Marse Ransome. Anyhow, mammy tells de Yankee Captain dat he
ort ter be 'shamed of talkin' ter a old man like dat. Furder more, she tells dem[Pg 201] dat iffen dat's de
way dey're gwine ter git her freedom, she don't want it at all. Wid dat mammy takes Mis' Betsy upstairs

whar de Yankees won't be astarin' at her.

"One of de Yankees fin's me an' axes me how many pairs of shoes | gits a year. | tells him datgits one
pair. Den he axes me what | wears in de summertime. When | tells him dat | ain't wear nothin' but a shirt,

an' dat | goes barefooted in de summer, he cusses awful an' he damns my marster.

"Mammy said dat dey tol' her an' pappy dat dey'd git som



SECTION 2. Be it further ordained , That every negro who shall be found absent from the residence of his
employer after 10 o'clock at night, without a written permit from his employer, shall pay a fine of five
dollars, or in default thereof, shall be compelled to work five days on the public road, or suffer corporeal

punishments as provided hereinafter.

SECTION 3.Be it further ordained , That no negro shall be permitted to rent or keep a house wthin said
parish. Any negro violating this provision shall be immediately ejected and compelled to find an
employer; and any person who shall rent, or give the use of any house to any negro, in violation of this
section, shall pay a fine of five dollars for each offence.

SECTION 4.Be it further ordained , That every negro is required to be in the regular service of some white
person, or former owner, who shall be held responsible for the conduct of said negro. But said employer
or former owner may permit said negro to hire his own time by special permission in writing, which
permission shall not extend over seven days at any one time. Any negro violating the provisions of this
section shall be fined five dollars for each offence, or in default of the paymentthereof shall be forced to
work five days on the public road, or suffer corporeal punishment as hereinafter provided.

SECTION 5.Be it further ordained , That no public meetings or congregations of negroes shall be allowed
within said parish after sunset; but such public meetings and congregations may be held between the
hours of sunrise and sunset, by the special permission in writing of the captain of patrol, within whose
beat such meetings shall take place. This prohibition, however, is not intended to prevent negroes from
attending the usual church services, conducted by white ministers and priests. Every negro violating the
provisions of this section shall pay a fine of five dollars, or in default thereof shall be compelled to work
five days on the public road, or suffer corporeal punishment as hereinafter provided.

SECTION 6. Be it further ordained , That no negro shall be permitted to preach, exhort, or otherwise
declaim to congregations of colored people, without a special permission in writing from th e president of
the police jury. Any negro violating the provisions of this section shall pay a fine of ten dollars, or in
default thereof shall be compelled to work ten days on the public road, or suffer corporeal punishment as
hereinafter provided.

SECTION 7. Be it further ordained , That no negro who is not in the military service shall be allowed to
carry fire-






George Smith now resides five miles flom Ellaville, in Schley County, Georgia. He says:
B



Supporting Question #3 Source D



as were the intentions of the statesmen by whom they were framed and adopted, time and experience,

which try all things, have demonstrated that they did not successfully meet the case.

In the hurry and confusion of the hour, and the eager desire to have the Union restored, there was more
care for the sublime superstructure of the republic than for the solid foundation upon which it could alone
be upheld....The old master class was nbdeprived of the power of life and death, which was the soul of
the relation of master and slave. They could not, of course, sell their former slaves, but they retained the
power to starve them to death, and wherever this power is held there is the powerof slavery. He who can
say to his fellow- man, "You shall serve me or starve," is a master and his subject is a slave....Though no
longer a slave, he is in a thralldom grievous and intolerable, compelled to work for whatever his employer
is pleased to pay



Appendix B — Tools for Historical Thinking
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